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I Love to Read – Animal Themed 

By Kerry Ward 

February is ‘I Love to Read’ month and since I do, indeed, love to read, I thought I’d share some suggestions of books 

that fellow animal lovers might enjoy. Cat-themed murder mysteries are a genre unto themselves (apparently). Four of 

these series that are worth a read are 

1) ‘The Cat Who…’ series by Lilian Jackson Braun. These books follow the exploits of retired journalist Jim Qwilleran 

and his two Siamese cats Koko and YumYum as they solve a remarkable number of murders befalling their home 

town. 

2) Shirley Rousseau Murphy pens the Joe Grey mystery series featuring talking cats Joe Grey, Dulcie and Kit who 

help their human owners keep the fictional California town of Molena Point crime-free. 

3) Blaize and her son John Clement are the authors of the Cat Sitter mystery series featuring pet sitter and amateur 

sleuth Dixie Hemingway as she cares for client’s pets and solves a murder or two on the fictional Florida Gulf 

island of Siesta Key. 

4) Donna Andrews is the author of several dozen books featuring blacksmith Meg Langslow and the eccentric cast 

of characters who comprise both her immediate and extended family including their tiny but vicious dog Spike. 

All sorts of animals parade through these very likeable stories (sometimes in actual parades) from pets to zoo 

creatures to farm animals to wildlife. 

 

On the non-fiction front some of the true life stories about animals that I’ve enjoyed include 

1) James Herriot’s dated but well loved series of tales of a veterinarian practicing in the Scottish highlands. 

2) All Dogs Go to Kevin: Everything Three Dogs Taught Me (That I Didn’t Learn in Veterinary School) by Dr. Jessica 

Vogelsang. 

3) Felix the Railway Cat by Kate Moore tells the true story of a fluffy black and white kitten that came to live at 

Huddersfield railway station in England. 

4) Homer’s Odyssey by Gwen Cooper about a woman living in New York City who reluctantly adopts a little black 

kitten born without eyes and comes to realize that blind does not equate to helpless or disabled. 

5) A Friend Like Ben by Julia Romp about a mother in England who takes in a black and white stray kitten that 

appears in her yard and the bond that forms between this cat and her 10 year old autistic son George. 
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6) When Fraser Met Billy by Louise Booth is another story about the bond between an autistic boy and his cat, this 

one a grey shelter kitty adopted in Scotland. 

7) Making Rounds with Oscar by David Dosa, M.D. tells the interesting story of a fluffy tabby and white cat with the 

ability to predict imminent death. Residing in a nursing home in Rhode Island this cat would interact with 

residents only during their final hours when he would hop up onto their bed and make himself comfortable for 

the duration, letting family members know it was time to say goodbye. 

8) Shadow Cats by Janet Jensen introduces readers to the feral cats of New York City and one woman’s efforts to 

rescue and care for them. 

9) Paw Prints of Katrina by Cathy Scott follows the efforts of animal rescuers at the temporary shelter set up by 

Best Friends Animal Society in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. This book covers some of the 

recues, reunions, adoptions and tragedies that befell the cats and dogs left behind when their owners evacuated 

the city. 

10) Zoo Story by Thomas French takes readers inside the world of Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo and gives a behind the 

scenes look at a number of its inhabitants. 

 

Little reading is required in these but there are two books of cat photography that I’d highly recommend. 

1) The Cats House (and its sequel) by Bob Walker is a richly illustrated volume showcasing one man’s attempt to 

transform his California home into a sanctuary for his nine cats. Riddled with perches, ledges, cat-shaped wall 

cut-outs and climbing posts, the place is a house turned into a cat’s paradise. The book includes some very 

interesting photographs such as the underside of cats’ paws through a glass coffee table. 

2) Cats in the Sun / Kittens in the Sun are two full colour photo books by famed photographer Hans Silvestri 

documenting the street cats of Greece in stunning pictures. 

 

  

All of the animals except for man 

know that the principle business 

of life is to enjoy it. 

Samuel Butler 

If a man aspires towards a 

righteous life, his first act of 

abstinence is from injury to 

animals. 

Albert Einstein 
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Go Fund Stella 

Stella entered into the care of the Pembina Valley Humane Society on March 

2, 2018.   She is an incredibly smart, loving and sweet 2.5 year old border 

collie/terrier cross. 

Stella is a high energy dog 

who loves to be active. She 

found her place as a farm dog 

and was thriving until she 

injured her right hind leg. She 

tore her ACL, and as a result 

also blew out her knee cap.  

 

Her ACL needs to be re-attached and they 

need to rebuild the knee cap. These 

surgeries cost around $1200-1300 each. 

Stella will also require medication and ongoing care during the healing process.   The 

funds raised with this GoFundMe page will go directly to providing Stella with the 

surgeries she needs. 

 

With surgery, Stella is expected to make a full recovery, but her movement will be 

limited to an extent.   

Although there are plenty of pressing issues 

and grave circumstances among those in the 

world, pets have a special place in our hearts 

which is why this means so much to us.   

 

If you have had the chance to know and love 

Stella or if you are a fellow dog lover and 

know the special bond with one, any donation is greatly appreciated and 

does not go unnoticed.  Please donate at the link below. If you are unable to 

donate a share or repost of this link would help Stella just as much.  

 

https://www.gofundme.com/s9akyp-surgery-for-stella  

https://www.gofundme.com/s9akyp-surgery-for-stella
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Featured Pets 

Jughead is a very happy, very sweet 4 ½ year old dog. He was flown down from the North 

for rehoming so he has never been a house pet and has a lot to learn about manners and 

walking nicely on a leash. He is potty trained and does not make a mess in his kennel 

overnight. Jughead loves kids and has done very well on school visits. He seems fine around 

cats and likes most dogs that he meets. He loves to destroy soft toys and pillows so stuffies 

are not recommended for him. Juggie is currently in a foster home but you can contact the 

shelter manager to arrange to meet him. 

          

Jackie is a big strong one year old giant puppy. He is very sweet natured and just 
wants to lick to death everyone he meets. However he doesn’t know his own 
strength and can easily bowl small children over. He needs to be taught manners 
and basic obedience. He walks well on a loose leash but he is easily startled by 
things he encounters during walks like a piece of flying garbage or a sudden loud 
noise. He loves other dogs and would do best in a home with another dog. Jackie 
has a lot of potential to be a nice pet for someone willing to put in the training. 
     
 
 
 Jasmine is a beautiful long haired cat who surprisingly was not adopted right away when 
she showed up. She is friendly, enjoys being petted and is fine with the other cats. She 
loves to run on her exercise wheel while chatting to you all the time and can often be found 
‘working out’ on it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shadow is a 7 year old female kitty who is friendly and affectionate. She is a 
quieter girl who can usually be found hanging out by herself in the room. She 
is fine around other cats but would also do fine as an only pet. Shadow tends 
to keep to herself but she loves to be petted if anyone offers. She’s a middle 
aged kitty so not quite as rambunctious as some of the younger ones. She 
should do fine with all ages but would likely prefer a quieter home.  



The Paw Print – Spring 2019 – Volume 10 

 

 
 

T h e  P a w  P r i n t  –  S p r i n g  2 0 1 9  
 

Page 5 

Volunteer Profile – Michaela Gray  

You just moved to the Morden area and you’ve already signed up as a 
volunteer with PVHS. What made you decide to volunteer so quickly? 
 
Since I didn’t know anyone here, I wanted something fun to do on Friday night 

and to me there’s nothing more fun than petting a bunch of cute cats! 

 
Have you volunteered with animals before? 
 
This is my first time officially volunteering with animals, but I’ve always taken 

every chance I could to hang out with them.  

What have you signed up to do? 
 
I’ve signed up to help with cat chores – feeding the cats and cleaning their rooms 

and kennels- and for cat cuddling and the cat interaction sessions (playtime with 

the cats).  

 
How are you enjoying volunteering at PVHS so far? 
 
I’m really loving volunteering so far. I’ve enjoyed getting to know all the 
different cats’ personalities and it’s fun hanging out with the other people on 
my shift. 

 
Do you have any pets of your own? What kind? 
 

I have one kitty named Bojangles. She is a domestic shorthair black and white tuxedo cat. She may be getting a new 

friend soon once I decide who my favorite shelter kitty is! 

 
Do you have any suggestions for improvements at PVHS? 
 
Overall things seem to run pretty smoothly, although we could use some new mops! 

 

  

Our perfect companions never 

have fewer than four feet. 

Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

Cats know how to obtain food 

without labor, shelter without 

confinement, and love without 

penalties. 

Walter Lionel George 
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Shelter News

We would like to welcome Mortica as our new shelter cat. 

Morticia sounds grumpy but that’s just how she meows; she’s 

actually very affectionate once she gets to know you and she 

loves chin rubs and head scratches. Morticia is 10 years old. 

She did not transition well to several foster homes that we 

tried but she is very happy at the shelter. You do not need to 

feel bad for her because she appears to live in a cage. She has 

a kennel because that is her safe space where she can retreat 

from dogs, customers and other cats. She has the run of the 

place at night and sometimes during the day when there are 

no cat-aggressive dogs in the lobby area. Stop by to visit 

Morticia if you’re in the neighbourhood. She loves 

Temptations cat treats! 

 

 

 

Shelter Hours 

Tues/Sat  12-5 

Wed/Thurs/Fri 6-9 

Sun/Mon/holidays closed 

 

Contact Us At 

pvhsociety.ca (website) 

462 Jefferson St. 

Morden, MB, R6M 0G3. 

(204) 822-9413 (phone) 

(204) 822-3904 (fax) 

pvhs@live.ca (e-mail) 

Shelter Wish List 

wet cat food 

dog biscuits 

clumping cat litter 

dog walking volunteers 

cat enrichment volunteers 

wand type toys for cats 

bleach 

dish soap 

white kitchen bags 

black garbage bags 

 

 

 

mailto:pvhs@live.ca
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