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Proper Care of Barn Cats 

By Kerry Ward   

Most farms and rural properties have some outdoor barn kitties hanging around. 

Maybe you acquired them on purpose or maybe they just wandered in and made 

themselves at home. Either way barn cats have an important job to do on your 

property, keeping the barns and sheds free of rodents, which helps protect your 

family’s health and well-being.  Many property owners choose to ignore these cats 

and leave them to their own devices but barn cats are hard-working members of the 

rural household and they deserve proper care and respect.  

Food and Shelter 

Barn cats do need to be fed, whether it’s commercial cat food or a homemade diet of 

table scraps. It is a myth that a well fed cat will not hunt. A healthy well fed cat will 

actually hunt more effectively than a starving cat will although it may choose not to 

eat its prey. Ideally you don’t want the cat to eat its prey as this is how they acquire 

parasites like worms and it can also put the cat in danger if the rodent has been poisoned. Barn cats should be fed daily 

and have access to fresh clean water at all times. They also need adequate shelter which they can access at any time of 

the day or night to protect them from our cold climate and predators. That can be a well-insulated barn or shed or you 

can provide an insulated cat house for them if you don’t have any outbuildings that are suitable.  [In our upcoming 

winter issue of the newsletter we’ll show you how to build an insulated cat 

house]. 

Taming 

If you put some effort into taming your barn cats, whether they arrive as 

kittens or adults, they will be easier to handle for vetting and they will be 

more enjoyable companions. A cat can be tame and still be perfectly 

content to live as an outside cat as long as its basic needs are met (food 

and shelter). Kittens should be handled as much as possible between the 

ages of 3 and 12 weeks to properly socialize them. Adult cats can also be 

tamed but it will take longer. 
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Spaying and Neutering 

Every barn needs a few barn cats, but no barn needs hundreds of them. Cats can reproduce as young as 5 months of age 

and can have up to 3 litters a years so they can multiply out of control in no time. Everybody thinks they will just give the 

kittens away but there just aren’t enough homes available for all of them. Your goal should be a small healthy colony of 

barn cats adequate to control your mice and other rodents. This is best achieved by making sure they all get spayed or 

neutered by six months of age. It will prevent the females from multiplying exponentially and it will help to reduce 

fighting and urine spraying among the males. Although costly, this is a one time expense. If you need financial help 

getting your barn cats fixed contact PVHS and ask about our subsidy program.  

Vet Care 

In order to maintain a healthy colony of barn cats they should be vaccinated and treated to prevent parasite 

infestations. All cats should receive the basic cat vaccine (which protects against feline distemper and cat flus) as well as 

vaccines for feline leukemia and rabies. Products like Revolution can be applied topically to prevent fleas, ticks and the 

diseases they carry. All cats should also be dewormed annually. Most vets who come out to treat your other livestock 

can also take care of your barn cats at the same time. Prevention of disease not only keeps the cats healthy it also helps 

keep your other livestock and your family members healthy as things like worms, ticks, ringworm and rabies can all 

spread to humans. 

Safety 

Keep your barn kitties as safe as possible by making sure they have a safe space that they can access at any time to stay 

warm and dry, avoid predators and escape from other aggressive cats or dogs who may invade their territory. Keep any 

poisons like herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers, batteries and antifreeze safely stored well away from areas the cats can 

access and clean up any spills promptly. Do not put out rodent poisons as they can also poison the cats if they eat the 

dead rodents. 

A small colony of tame, fixed and properly vetted barn cats will provide effective rodent control for your family farm for 

many years as well as offering the companionship that happy healthy cats provide. 
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PVHS Kennel Repair Project 

We are very excited to hear barking and see wagging tails back at the shelter as the kennel repair project was completed 

at the end of September!  What a difference a fresh coat of paint and bright blue floors make!  

The new design has the kennel walls built from cinder blocks and finished with an epoxy coating.  This has eliminated the 

seams and screws from the previous design and will eliminate gunk and fur build-up on the kennel walls.  We’re 

anticipating this will also make chore time faster for the volunteers and be more durable in the long term.  

New Leaf Contracting did a fantastic job in delivering the requirements for easier-to-clean kennels that are more 

sanitary.  They went above and beyond to ensure this project was completed to specification.  Not to mention that they 

were extremely professional and enjoyable to work with! 

We have seen hundreds of dogs adopted through our facility and now are confident in being able to provide new intakes 

the temporary home they require before moving into permanent loving homes! 

Construction of the new kennels was generously funded by the Winkler Community Foundation, Manitoba Liquor and 

Lotteries, Hometown Ford and the Thomas Sill Foundation Inc. 

          

 

 
Welcome Kaitlin 
 

PVHS would like to welcome out new assistant manager Kaitlin Trainor. Furry, feathered or scaled , it doesn’t matter to 

Katie; all animals deserve just as much love as the next and she’s excited to bring her passion for animals to the shelter 

and the animals in need. She uses her background in pet grooming to bring a new and unique perspective to the 

Pembina Valley Humane Society. She is the proud parent of her furry children Stark, Corrine and Artemis.  Come say Hi to 

Kaitlin at PVHS’s upcoming Open House November 1st from 6-9 PM. 

 

Until one has loved an animal a part of one’s 

soul remains un-awakened. 

Anatole France 
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Volunteer Profile – Megan Rodgers 

How long have you been a volunteer with PVHS and what made you decide to 
get involved? 

 
I began volunteering in 2013 and did chores every other week.  I had 
volunteered at the Winnipeg Humane Society before I moved home to Morden 
and wanted to continue helping animals.  I eventually joined the Fundraising 
Committee and then became Co-Chair in October of 2014.  When my term was 
coming to an end in February of 2017 I decided to take on the role of Public 
Relations Chair as I had been doing much of that position anyway.  

 
What do you do as a volunteer? 

 
My main duties are promoting the shelter and our fundraising events through 
local press and media as well as through Facebook and by planning public 
relations functions.  I really enjoy doing a lot of the graphic design for the 

shelter which has included posters, our tent and brochures.  Currently I am researching potential retail items to sell in 
our store and planning an open house to celebrate our kennel renovations on November 1.  I also am still a part of the 
fundraising committee and help plan events. 

 
What exactly does “the Board” do in terms of running the shelter; what are they responsible for? 

 

Each board member will have unique duties under their position description but all of us tend to fill in 
wherever is needed.  You'll see us doing everything from dog wrangling and selling raffle tickets at events to 

behind the scenes tasks such as working with 3rd party contractors and suppliers to revamping our computers 
and revising or writing new policy.  

 

 Heading into fall our President and Vice President will be busy working on presentations for municipal 

councils while the Treasurer is trying to finalize next year's budget.   The Fundraising Chair and Co-Chair have 
barely caught their breath after our Winkler Dental Raise the Woof Comedy Night and are already focusing on 
obtaining sponsorship and prizes for the Giant Tiger Curl for the Critters Funspiel.   If someone is interested in 

joining the Board we are currently looking for a Building and Maintenance Supervisor. 
 
What does the fundraising committee do? How much time does it take? How can people join if they are interested? 

 
The Fundraising Committee plans and executes all of our major (and minor!) events throughout the course of the 
year.  As mentioned earlier this involves obtaining sponsors and prizes and also booking venues and for some events 
entertainment.  Once event day rolls around we also need help with set-up, selling raffle & 50/50 tickets and working 
the door. 

       
The commitment varies depending on how involved  people want to be.  We have volunteers who attend meetings once 
a month and are very involved in the planning process of events.   Event volunteers are the folks who help fill shifts 
during the event itself to take admission, sell tickets, etc. 

       
 If someone would like to join the fundraising committee they can fill out a volunteer application form on pvhsociety.ca 
or email pvhsfundraising@hotmail.com.  We would love to have you! 

mailto:pvhsfundraising@hotmail.com
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Who is your current favorite shelter resident and why? 

 
My favourite is Emma the kitten.  We took her to the Pilot Mound Country Vendor Showcase and she was so lively and 
playful!  She charmed everyone who saw her.  She also did very well on the drive from Morden to Pilot Mound and 
didn't make a peep! 
 

 

 

  

 

Shelter 

Wish List 

CANNED cat food 

CLUMPING cat 

litter 

Dog and cat treats 

Canned dog  food 

Black garbage bags 

White kitchen 

garbage bags 

Chuck-It Dog balls 

(tennis balls) 
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Featured Pets 

 

Abra  is a very sweet kitty. She is rather shy and needs 

to be coaxed out of her kitty condo hideaway in order 

to see her, but once she’s out she’s very happy to 

receive attention and be petted. She would do best in a 

quieter home. Abra is about 7 years old, spayed, healthy 

and up to date on all vaccines. She’s a quiet cat who’s 

not overly active, just likes to chill with you. 

 

 

Morticia is a shy but very sweet kitty. She’s afraid to 

venture out of her kennel at the shelter but she loves 

you to open the door and pet her – she’ll rub against 

your hand for hours. Morticia is used to living with 

other cats. She would do best in a quieter home. 

Morticia is about 8 years young. 

 

Shadow is such a sweet girl! As a black cat she tends to 

be overlooked but once you pick her up and start 

petting her she purrs up a storm and is quite content to 

sit on your lap even in the busy environment of the 

shelter. She is expected to do well with children. She 

does not really like other cats and would be happiest as 

the only kitty in the household. Shadow is about 6 years 

old and will be a fine companion for some lucky person. 

 

Hope is a smart and playful young dog with lots of 

energy and high toy drive. She still needs basic 

obedience training but she loves to learn and she’s a 

quick learner. Hope loves people and belly rubs. 
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In ancient times cats were 

worshipped as gods; they have 

not forgotten this. 

  Terry Pratchett 

 

 

We would like to thank our sponsor Nutrisource for donating all the 

dry food for the dogs and cats in our care. 

We would also like to thank Dr. Gina Bowen for providing excellent 

ongoing veterinary care for our animals. 

 

Shelter Hours 

Tues/Sat   12-5 

Wed/Thurs/Fri  6-9 

Sun/Mon/holidays  closed 

 

Contact Us At 

pvhsociety.ca (website) 

462 Jefferson St. 

Morden, MB, R6M 0G3. 

(204) 822-9413 (phone) 

(204) 822-3904 (fax) 

pvhs@live.ca (e-mail) 

Don’t accept your dog’s 

admiration as conclusive 

evidence that you are 

wonderful. 

Ann Landers 

An animal’s eyes have the power 

to speak a great language. 

Martin Buber 

mailto:pvhs@live.ca

